1.
“According to negotiations with the Ministry of Commerce and Myanmar Rice Federation (MRF), the Government of Myanmar has set the rice export volume for May 2020 at 150,000 MT (+/- 10 percent), including 100,000 MT (+/-10 percent) for the overseas channel and 50,000 MT (+/- 10 percent) through border trade to China. In addition, Government to Government rice exports within ASEAN countries are under discussion.

2.
Export volume setting is based on discussions, suggestions, and advice from all stakeholders and practices in other countries. The rice export volume for May (150,000 MT) includes head rice, broken rice, and sticky rice, but excludes parboiled rice.

3.
The Export quota for May will be shared with 112 companies for the overseas channel and about 200 companies for border trade with China. About 60 percent of the average monthly export volume during the past 3 years will be given to each company and additional volume will be added according to its performance in contract farming, role in the supply chain and value chain, investment for rice mills and warehouses, performance for representation for MRF, Foreign Direct Investment, etc.

4.
Based on the local and international demand and spread of COVID-19, the rice export volume will be adjusted and presented with the cooperation of the government. Currently, this is the second crop rice season (dry season) and MRF is trying to be reasonable regarding prices for not only farmers but also local consumers during the COVID-19 period with the cooperation of other affiliated institutions, Rice Trading Centers, and Rice Trader Association. Estimated market share for local consumption is more than 70 percent and export market share is more than 20 percent and MRF is evaluating and judging and both markets.

5.
Related to rice exports, rice stocks will be maintained under the National Stock Program. Exporters must deliver 10 percent of the export volume for rice stock and the grade must be 25 percent broken, well milled and sorted grade which will be delivered to the specified warehouse. A third party, the Myanmar Inspection and Testing Service (MITS), will check the quality, quantity, and receive the rice. Rice stocks will be received in the Yangon Region for overseas export and in the Mandalay Region for border trade. The Department of Consumer Affairs will manage the storage and maintenance of rice stocks.

6.
At present, rice is sufficient for local consumption and reserving rice stock is also being carried out. Exports will restart in May 2020 to reach the more than 2.0 million metric rice export target [during the current fiscal year]. MRF has requested the government to provide more agricultural loans for farmers for the next main crop season and has made other suggestions.”
